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I iiePuWith  subini  u my  repopt  as  Lledlcal  OfflGef 
of  Heal-ch  for  che  ye>.a*  1547'- 


b.rea  of  F;.,rish..  . . . . 
Is tiinc.,i:eQ  residents 
Rc,te.,ble  Vc^lue  , . . . . 
Produce  of  1d.  rate 
Numoer  of  Inhabited 


. . e . „ o . = i 1 371 9 acres 

mi a 1947-  5204 

.........  £16,  912 

£64 

houses ...  1 570 


The  main  industry  of  the  area  is  agricultural 
v/ith  one  light  engineering  works  employing  approx*  80  to 
1 00  people . 


VIT..L  ST..TIbTICS„  Total 

Births  Live  120 

Legitimc_te  115 

Illegi  tim^.te  5 

6 till  births  5 


Ivlales  Femcilcs 

60  60  ) 

59  56  ) 23s. 04  per 

1 4 ) 1000 

otill  birth 

3 2 Pate  41 «b6  pef 

1000  births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths 


5 32 


75 


38 


Death  Rate 
37  14.41  per 

1000 


Dec-ths  (infants 
under  'j  year) 


Rate  per  1000 
2 legitimate 
births  26^08 


The  chief  Co.uses  of  ae....th  were:- 


Bro.nGin  tis  ......  o ......  . 2 

Heart  & V._sculc,r.  19 

hepnritis ..............  2 

Cancer . 13 
Tuberculosis  - non 

Pulmonary ...»  1 

Pneumonia 2 


There  were  no  deaths  from,  infectious  disease  or  of 
children  under  2 years  from  dlarrhoeac 


Throughout  the  period  under  review  there  were  practically 
TLO  epioemiic  forms  of  disease*  Lll  cases  were  essentially 
sporadic.  Such  a condition  points  to  a very  definite  general 
efficiency  of  the  Sc.nitari''  provisions  of  the  town. 


De_,th  rates  compc,re  very  favourably  with  the  general 
ceath  Pete  for  Bnglana  ana  Wales.  There  is  gooa  eviaence 
that  the  population  is  in  extremely  gooo  hedth  ana  oonseouently 
maximum,  contribution  is  being  rtaae  towards  the  incredt  of 
agricu-t'oral  productivity. 
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GLKaHAL  PRQVIblOIV  OF  Hr:ALrH  b...RVIGL6  FuR 

i.  staff  “ Public  Health  Officers. 

a.  One  part  time  LlediCal  Officer i 
One  whole  time  Sanitary  Inspector 

b,  A district  Nurse  is  ^roviaed  by  the  Local  District 
Nursing  Association. 

Cc  District  indwife  of  the  Counter  Gounc  11  service  and 
school  and  Laternal  and  Child  ‘/elfare  Clinics  are 
provided  for  the  District, 

2i  LLCIbLATIQN  ADOFTLD. 

a.  Public  Health  (Amenuraent^  Act, 1890  Parts  III  and  IV, 

b.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907- 

c.  Infectious  Disease  (prevention)  Act,  I890i 

d.  Private  Street  vif'orhs  Act,  1892. 

Byelaws  are  in  force  as  to  slaughter  houses,  public 
pleasure  grounds,  common  louglng  houses  and  xiew  streets  and 
buildings . 

3=  .Pathological  investigations  are  carried  out  under  an 
arrangement  with  King  Edward  VIII  kemoi'ial  Institute,  Lewlshami 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  provided  for  cases  requiring  itv 
Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Service,  Infectious  disease  patients  requiring 
hospita^  treatment  ha'^e  been  dealt  with  at  Cambridge  Infectious 
Hospital.  Arrangements  with  Llj^  Isolation  Hospital  have 
existed  but  have  not  been  utilised. 

For  non  infectious  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  in 
addition  to  Addenbr ooke ' s Hospital  ano  Peterborough  Memorial 
Hospital,  the  County  Hos^^ital  at  Dodaington  is  now  available, 

An  ambulance  is  maintained  in  connection  with  the  Hospital 
Sunday  Fund  and  Contribution  scheme  for  the  transport  of  cases J 
the  Red  Cross  have  made  a reserve  ambulance  available  for  the 
District  at  large  in  case  of  special  emergency, 

bi^KITARY  CIRCULSTANCLb  OF  THE  AREA. 


-.a ter . A constant  supply  of  water  is  provided  by  the  U.D^C^ 
to  be  delivered  at  Primrose  Hill  at  50  feet  head  under  a contract 
with  the  Wisbech  Water  Company.  The  analysis  shows  a high 
degree  of  purity  and  generally  adequate  supply.  One  low  level 
and  one  high  level  reservoir  exist  fc,nd  have  a storage  capacity  , 
of  145,000  gallons.  The  equipment  is  capable  of  handling  , V 

350,  nor  gallons  per  day, 

of  houses  with  direct  supply 
” supplied  by  st>unapipe 


numoer 

M 


262 

308 


The  present  high  nuraber  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipe 
is  especially  unsatisfactory  but  in  view  of  tne  general 
urisatisf <uC tory  'conditions  and  the  existence  of  numerous  other 
sanitary  defects  and  disrepair  items  in  these  houses,  the  narrow 
margin  betv/een  rents  and  repairs  in  controlled  rents,  and 
the  present  general  overall  shortcige  of  pipe  and  skilled 
labour  it  seems  hardly  advisable  c.t  tne  present  time  to  take 
steps  to  ensure  thut  these  houses  are  supplied  directs 


.UK) 


This  is  on  a gravi t£tT.rnl  system  und 


.nanxs  to 


:he  situation  of  the  town  secures  a high  degree  of 
iniform  natural  efficiency  in  its  v'orxing.  An  outlying  area 
)f  the  torn  is  ssried  by  a septic  tank  installation.  This 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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https://archive.org/details/b29099481 


riie  ne\;  housinr  progj-’cinne  involves  an  adciitionul  300 
ana  these  are  nn.lnly  situ^tcu  in  the  southern  portion 
oi  the  ■ <’.i\7nv  Serious  overlOo.ding  of  the  iv'est  Street  sewerfe 
I ■■  bound  i-.o  occur  during  1948v  Ivery  effort  to  speea  Up  the 
sewerage  aohe'.ne  ought  to  be  made. 


XV.  X V wXV  j. 


There  are  no  natural  rivers  or  streams 
,rea.  The  town  is  situated  on  a layer  of 


.vithin  the  Urb^.n 
Kimmeridge  clay  thrown  up  and  forming  high  land  above  the  fen* 
„;’.e  rainfall  in  the  area  has  always  gravitated  on  the  east  and 


,st  siuc  into  the  lowlying  fens* 
• the  artificial  cuts  aiid 
a'-n  tiia  fens  were  reclaimed 


"rivers" 


This  outflow  was  intercepted 
mace  some  300  years  ago 


aShT  ■i-f!COI.LOXheiOh,  This  is  almost  entirely  on  the  w^ter 
rrrX.ge  system.  Conversion  of  the  remaining  pail  closets 
''.,j  been  ccmmencea  and  is  on  the  Wo.y  to  completion  despite 

po  *p,0T>'i  • *!  -p-P-’  Q'ujl  "I"  ^ £1;  Q ^ 

,\J3LI0  OLTAhbIhG.  House  refuse  is  clearea  by  the  Council's 
sCv.A'enging  c^.rts  on  the  basis  of  a v/eehly  interval  with  specic^l 
^.-'rangeme nts  for  shops  o;nd  business  premises.  Labour  shortage 
■ ..  ha.mpcrcd  final  disposal  of  bding  of  tins  and  some  controlled 
■ pping  has  been  efficiently  carried  out. 

.ill  the  premises  of  the  food  retailers  were  inspected 
tne  conditions  thereof  found  Sc. tlsf c.ctory , Where  minor 
defects  were  found  the  neccSScry  steps  to  remedy  the  defects 
were  taken  quickly. 

tCHOOLo . These  ^.re  all  supplied  with  ^ piped  w^ter  supply 
^ni  the  general  sanitary  conditions  found  to  be  well  kept  and 
qa^tr  s.tisfi.ctory . 


I.U IHITIQH.  Eroadl3^  speaking  the  limitations  of  quantity  and 
quality  of  aVo.llable  rc.tioned  foods  have  hao  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  nutrition  of  people  at  large  least  so  in  those  entitled 
to  special  rations  and  h.^s  diminished  powers  of  endurance  and 
power  of  recovery  from  Illness  and  resisting  disease.  Each 
year  necessity- tes  the  closer  study  of  the  comparative  values 
of  v^ric'oo  art-''_ci.es  of  available  food  if  the  health  of  the 
community  is  to  be  malntialned  at  its  best*..-  Attached  is  a 
copy  of  the  state  of  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  area. 


ISLAALEl.CL  AliD  CONTROL  OVER  IRFECTIOUB  ALL  OTHER  LIbEA&ES* 


The  year  was  marked  by  freedom  from  epluemic  diseases. 
Sporadic  cases  occured  aS  follows 


Scarlet  fever . . . . 4 

L.easles  38 

Liphtheria.  1 

aC  , Poliomyeltis 2 


HCUSiITG-.  The  position  at  31st  December,  1947  is  shown  below; - 

Council  Private 
, Enterprise 


Total  number  let  in  Contract... 

60 

59 

(and  prefabricated  houses) 
Unaer  coriS true t ion - • 

28 

21 

Damp  Proof  Course 

28 

11 

Roofed.  

16 

9 

P.i.astered. 

10 

5 

C om.pl e ted.  ^ . 

32 

35 

addition  10  prefabricated  bungalows  are  now  occupied. 

"'-.e  ;'''’::ber  which  has  been  completed  is  small  they 
e.--.tiiT.;d  in  tl..e  reduction  of  serif^us  '^’■^ercrowding  cases. 


(Signed)  R.  E.  Lix. 

Leuical  Officer  of  He.-d  uli.v 
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